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NYS Court System Seeks Applicants for Court Officers Upstate 
 

NEW YORK–The New York State Unified Court System is seeking applicants for NYS 

Court Officer-Trainee in its upstate districts (Judicial Districts 3, 4, 5, 6, 8) in Central, 

Western and Northern New York. The court system will be administering the NYS Court 

Officer-Trainee Examination at upstate test centers between April 20, 2024 and May 3, 

2024. Online exam applications must be filed between January 3, 2024 and 

February 14, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.  

 

New York State Court Officers are peace officers responsible for providing law 

enforcement and security services and maintaining order in New York State’s 300-plus 

courtrooms and building facilities. NYS Court Officers have exciting opportunities to 

grow and advance through the competitive testing process or by joining specialized 

teams or departments. NYS Court Officers may also advance as security managers and 

coordinators responsible for the security operations of courts and districts. 

 

The starting salary for NYS Court Officer-Trainees, effective April 1, 2024, will be 

$56,411. New York State Court Officer-Trainees are eligible for an annual Uniform and 

Equipment Allowance of $1,565, and an annual Security and Law Enforcement 

Differential of $825. Upon successful completion of a two-year traineeship, New York 

State Court Officer-Trainees are promoted to the title of New York State Court Officer at 

Judicial Grade 19; the Judicial Grade 19 starting salary is $68,593 as of April 1, 2025.   

 

Along with competitive pay, other benefits include: 

• A regular work schedule  

• 20 paid vacation days the first year (increasing to 27 paid vacation days after 
seven years) 

• 13 paid holidays annually 

• Excellent health insurance and retirement benefits 

http://www.nycourts.gov/press


 

 

 

Minimum qualifications to become a NYS Court Officer-Trainee include: 

• Passing the NYS Court Officer-Trainee Exam (JG-16) 

• A high school diploma or GED 

• At the time of appointment to the Court Officers Academy, the candidate must be 
at least 20½ years of age, a New York State resident, a US citizen and have a 
valid NYS driver’s license. (Court Officer-Trainees undergo four months of basic 
training, including physical, tactical and legal instruction, and safety and weapons 
training.)  
 

“New York State Court Officers play a crucial role in the delivery of justice, ensuring 

courtroom proceedings remain safe and orderly, among their many other important 

duties. As employees who regularly interact with the public, they also act as court 

system ambassadors and are instrumental in the New York State Courts’ efforts to build 

and strengthen bridges between our local courts and communities,” said Chief 

Administrative Judge Zayas. “The New York State Unified Court System promotes a 

diverse, inclusive workplace. We encourage qualified candidates from all backgrounds 

who are interested in this rewarding public service career opportunity to apply to take 

the Court Officer-Trainee Exam for openings in Central, Western and Northern New 

York State.”    

 

For information about the exam and application process or to learn more about 

New York State Court System career opportunities visit: NYS Court Officer-Trainee 

Examination 45-834 | NYCOURTS.GOV 
 

The New York State Unified Court System is an equal opportunity employer and does 

not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender (including pregnancy and 

gender identity or expression), national origin, political affiliation, sexual orientation, 

marital status, disability, age, membership in an employee organization, parental status, 

military service, or other non-merit factor. 
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